MEANING OF SOCIAL WELFARE

case in scientific investigations of the type in-
dicated. Even aside from the desire to secure
partisan advantage, men in political positions
often wish to secure appointments for friends
or constituents, and men appointed for such
reasons are often not the best fitted for scien-
tific investigation. Fortunately, pressure of
this kind is much less frequent now than earlier,
and there is little to fear from such a source
beyond possibly slightly added expense.

The advantage of examining witnesses under
oath is in part offset by the fact that many,
perhaps most people will give information
more freely and more accurately if they talk
alone with trustworthy individuals, unless the
information desired be such that they feel they
must withhold it except under compulsion. It is
practically impossible, then, to say beforehand
that the advantage is either with governmental
or with private investigations. It is necessary
first to know the special subject and the partic-
ular needs to be met, then to decide upon the
source of support, the methods of investiga-
tion, the persons who are to control and direct
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